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Environmental Education for the people living in Amazon:
An International Environmental Project “EDAMAZ” and its value

Hidenori UBUKATA
Hokkaido University of Education, Kushiro 083-85810), Japan

Summary

An outline of an international environmental project “EDAMAZ Educacion ambiental en Amazonia™ in
which researchers/educators of Canada, Bolivia. Brazil and Colombia have been collaborating is introduced for the
first time to the environmental educators/researchers of Japan. The project has been holding clear and persistent
objectives and strategies and has been conducted by the members with collaboration between the national
coordinators of cach country under a leadership of the project coordinator. The project has enjoyed a wide variety of
cooperation from governmental and non-governmental organizations at diverse levels, c.g., those of United Nations,
international, national. and local. The trainings were executed at two levels: one for leading researchers/educators and
the other for local elementary school teachers. sharing consistent objectives and strategies. The environmental
cducation ol EDAMAZ has been conducted in the context of school within community. Various teaching materials
were developed. many books/leaflets were published. and morcover documentation centers with system of long
distance loan, all of which would have been a great help for the teachers attending long distance trainings. Several
students obtained Doctor/Master degrees in the project. At the final stages, EDAMAZ published the results of
evaluation of the project undertaken by organs both inside and outside the tcam. This project with all such
characteristics will become a line example for the improvement/development of environmental education in many

countrics of the world including Japan.
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