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Phenological study of common purple lilac flowering as a study program for
environmental education

Saburo FUNAKOSHI' and Fusayuki KANDA?
' Hokkaido University Forests, Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido University, Sapporo 060-0809, Japan
% Department of Biology, Hokkaido University of Education, Kushiro 085-8380, Japan

Summary

Plantwatch is a program which asks students and the general public to observe flowering times for "key
indicator” plant specics and to report these dates electronically (over the Internet) or by mail. This phenology data
provides information on average spring development time for different areas, and also shows how much earlier or
later each succeeding season is. They help show how the biota is responding lo climate change. By participating,
observers have fun and learn about the natural environment and biodiversity.

Plantwatch is a natural progression of an existing project, the Alberta Wildflower Survey, which began in 1987.
The plant species were selected using phenology criteria including lack of subspecies, ease of recognition, brief
flowering period, and wide distribution. The garden cultivar common purple lilac was added because of ease of
availability to city dwellers, and its long history as an indicator plant. In 1996 Plantwatch gathered flowering
observations from schools, nature centers, and individuals across Western Canada.  In 1999 wider data was received,

from most of the Canadian Provinces, Japan, Germany, Slovakia, Poland, Norway, the United Kingdom, Czech

Republic, and some data from the United States.
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B All are invited: students and volupteers

Engaging students and the general public in the study of spring fluwering times

10 observe flowering dates of
up to 8 plant species

What e I NIV N fD

tphennlogy 1

Learn how weather affects the bloom umes of plants in your area

Students and volunteers of all ages

Track spring flowering imes of up 1o cight_plamg spevies
common purple lilac (all over the world)
and seven other plant species in North Amenca

send 18 your plant's locahion in latitude/longitude
report first and full blcom dates of your piants
abserve how spring progresses on the flowering maps
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